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ABSTRACT 

Academic libraries are performing their business more significantly then traditional libraries. It attracts users by 

providing contents in digital forms to save their time through open access movement. The Open access movement is 

focusing on the global perception. The academic libraries are providing the information in the digital from through web 

and Internet. The users are at liberty to access the required data based up dated latest study material quickly and timely at 

very economic rate. The users and readers have been connected with the global world, means that from each and every 

corner of globe they may get information as and when required.   

“Information, knowledge, and culture are central to human freedom and human development. How they are 

produced and exchanged in our society critically affects the way we see the state of the world as it might be; who 

decides these questions; and how we, as societies and polities, come to understand what can be done” 

            Yochai Benkler 
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INTRODUCTION 

Transformation of traditional model of academic libraries in to technically oriented digital libraries is a significant 

and revolutionary move and remarkable change in the centre of learning source i.e. “library”. In this revolutionary change 

open access system is playing a vital and prominent role. Through this change it becomes very easy to get required 

authentic, reliable and updated study material without losing time at economic rate. Open access system has brought drastic 

changes in entire library system, operation and management. There are various and numbers of ways through which open 

access might impact on academic library. Development of open access system gives effective way to create digital library 

operations without financial investment. Though small and medium size libraries feel it as financial burden due to high 

price of library management system but for academic libraries it become unavoidable and indispensable system of 

operation because it is activated, supported by electronic device and source sharing. The academic libraries are more 

inclined to-wards OSS to improve their system. Open access of knowledge is possible only if these repositories have made 

online. India is benefiting well from the Open source movement. Research funders have begun to take an interest in open 

access to ensure that benefit of system be reached to the largest number of users and audience in fate open access opened, 

the possibility of breaking barriers of space, time and money. 

MEANING OF OPEN ACCESS SYSTEM 

Libraries are the centre of collecting, preserving and providing study material to its users, scholars and 

researchers. Internet technology, or say digital technology, has made it easier and comfortable. It has brought great & 

drastic changes in library operation, functions and management, in this connection Parekh Harsha called it “The 
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acquisition, processing, storage and dissemination of vocal, pectoral, textual, graphic and numeric information by 

microelectronic based combination of computing and telecommunication is IT.1 

The Budapest Open Access initiative define it as “........this kind of free and unrestricted on line availability is 

open access, which is economically feasible” 
2 

It gives readers extra ordinary power to find and make use of relevant 

literature. The Bethesda statement on Open Access Publishing has also defined this system as an Open Access Publication 

is one in which the other(S) and copy right holder(s) grant to all users a free, irrevocable worldwide, perpetual right of 

access............in any digital media for any responsible purpose, subject to proper attribution of authorship, as well as the 

right to make small numbers of printed copies for this personal use. According to this definition open access is a property 

of individual works of community standards for responsible use. 
3
The Berlin Declaration on Open Access has define it as a 

contribution to full fill two conditions. 

• To grant free irrevocable world wide right open access for any responsible purpose and to make 

print copies in small numbers for their person use.  

•  A complete version of the work in an appropriate standard electronics format is deposited in at least 

one on line repository using suitable technical standards. 

 In all the above definitions it is clear that open access is a free and unrestricted on line availability of required & 

relevant literature to research scholars, Scientist and knowledge gainers for strengthen the knowledge. It will be a boon to 

university library users which will boost the level of higher education system in any country.
4
 

 As Open Access is an electronic based system of operation and library working it is implemented through CD 

ROM, on tape, via internet and search engine. Most of the educational institutions have moved towards Open Access 

Movement due to its quality, reliability and fast developing technology 

 One of the changes which has been broadly accepted and adopted is “Open Access movement”. It makes 

scholarly material accessible to users at no cost or at very economic and affordable cost. In another words it can be 

described as a model of scholarly communication in which scholars, researchers are at liberty to view, download, copy and 

print readable, books, critics, journals etc. Open Access system is the system which provides opportunity of free access of 

scholarly materials. Here it is worthwhile to mention that open access is not a completely cost free endeavor. In fact the 

cost have been shifted from the consumers of information to the producers or those who fund them as cleared by Wren JD 

(2005) in his paper “open access and openly accessible”.5 In another words it can be described the source code is freely 

available to anyone to see and manipulate. 

MODELS OF OPEN ACCESS 

As open access is linked with different types of study material, so required by different segments of users, viewers 

and readers it has to be activated through different type of functional model groups, set and divided according to the 

density and requirement of study material. In this regard Tenopir (2004) mention in his paper “Open access alternatives” 

published in library journal, 129(12), 33, that 

“Open access includes many publication and distribution schemes. In addition, collection of separate articles or 

research report could fit the definition, including e-print servers”.
6 

Now it is clear that without a model one cannot get required package of scholarly materials freely and liberally. 

Here it is clear that there are number of various models of open access that adhere more or less to the principle of providing 

study material free of charge. As there are number of models of open access it is very difficult to segregate them in 
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classified groups, even then for the simplification of library functions the open access specialists have proposed two rubrie 

and categorized the models. Out of those one is “gold” open access model and another is “green open access model”. In 

“gold” model materials are freely and immediately available and provided in universally accessible electronics journals. 

Regarding gold model crow ford wrote at his one write up that in gold model authors continue to publish in 

Journals.................but deposits, into an institutional or subject repository.
7
  

The “green” Open access model might be seen as an intermediate phase between current fee based access models 

and the gold model. The green model is undoubtedly beneficial to the scholars around the globe, as it provides material 

without any access restrictions. In fact, it may strain budgets that are already being stretched by commercial journals. 

BENEFITS AND UTILITY OF OPEN ACCESS MOVEMENT 

Free accesses to scholarly materials have significant benefits not only to research and higher education but also to 

society as a whole and social aspect of open access is tremendous. This has been assessed by Professor John Houghton of 

Australia, Biswas G; Paul D has also mentioned various advantages of open access like unrestricted use, free of cost, 

community involvement in development and maintenance of soft ware and the issue of copyright etc. Despite of this fact 

that the growth of open access presents a number of challenging hurdles to academic libraries the open access has arrived 

at significant & noted position and place and is being rapidly adopted due to its number of notable benefits. Open access 

journals have become increasingly indexed beside hair commercial peers in or line data bases such as ISI’s web of science. 

Open access models are beneficial in a number of ways as narrated by Antelman in “College and Research libraries news 

(65(5), 372-382) and Nicholas & Rowlands in journal of Academic librarianship (31(3), 179-181).
8
  

Accordingly the benefits are:-  

• Research is available at no cost and with no access restrictions. 

• Open access is openly accessible on line. 

• Publication in open access journals occurs much more rapidly without any impact on quality control. 

• Scholar benefit from having a significantly larger and more diverse audience. 

• It leads to more numerous citations. 

These above benefits are judged to be more or less uncontroversial. 

IMPACTS OF OPEN ACCESS 

Library is a centre of scholarly communication for reading, storing, preserving, emerging and creating new 

innovative ideas, thoughts, critics and literature. From its emergence to present position it has seen many changes. The 

development in IT technology has brought vigorous change in its constitution, management, functions, working system and 

operations. Its traditional model turns into digital model based on IT technology and process of digitalization, which is 

managed, looked after by IT experts and trained library managers. In number of ways open access might impact an 

academic library. Each and every academic field social, economic, humanities, science, technology and management etc. 

have been affected by open access movement on which impact might be seen and visualized. As scholarly communication 

is at economic rate in open access system it is earnestly needed that it should be regularized. In this connection it is 

worthwhile to mention that it is cheaper than traditional scholarly communication, because in open access system the cost 

of publication and access are shifted to other sources in order to determine the potential financial burden. As per cornell 

report – the cost of publishing do not go away, they are simply redistributed. 
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There are number of technological issues to be faced by institutions in adopting the system of open access. Out of 

those one of the most crucial issues is to handle citation permanence. Towards this issue Antelman point out in his research 

paper published in College and research library news 2004 that” a study performed using the cite base data found that the 

more often a paper is downloaded, the more likely it is to be cited.
9
Technology is not sufficient to solve the problems of 

citation permanence but an institutional commitment is require in this system. There are numerous methods in which users 

can make electronic materials discoverable and can get appropriate directions like Open Directory project and the directory 

of Open Access Journals (DOAJ). The greatest impact of open access movement on academic libraries is that of putting 

open access directories, journals or repository in a position to examine the vary roles they play within institutions and 

indeed within the global information market. 

The impact of open access system can be seen in a wider range of area. Its effect on globalization, innovation, 

growth and productivity are immense. Due to open access system the communication of knowledge range become wider 

and abundant, more over knowledge multiplies due to it’s globally value added services available 24×7 with global reach 

at very economic rate. Knowledge technologies have broken the boundaries of time and space and make way for a world 

within reach of anyone. The development of learning material can be described as- 

 

CONCLUSIONS 

Academic libraries play an extraordinary role in educating citizens. The impact of information technology 

encourages scholars and researchers to search information to retrieve the required information timely. The rise of 

commercial internet has changed people’s lives in a fundamental way. Yochai Benkler says that the change brought about 

the net worked information environment is deep and structural. The internet changes have increased the capacity of 

knowledge, production, distribution and access. These effects can be termed as Scientific Innovations. In this way open 

access represents the best method for the flow, interchange and production of scientific knowledge. Although it is the best 
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method even then it is not without the potential for negative unintended consequences, especially in the developing world.  

Open access movement has broke the barriers of space, time and money.  Society as a whole has also been benefitted in 

number of ways. Despite of facing many challenges it is committed to fulfill its commitments towards society by 

presenting thousand of open access journals, fulfilling the promise of so called “gold” open access and providing for 

“green” open access. The benefits of open access are manifest. Academic libraries are positioned to be at the forefront of 

the open access revolution. 
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If you have an apple and I have an apple, and we exchange these apples then you and I will still each 

have one apple. But if you have an idea and I have an idea and we exchange these ideas, then each of us will have 

two ideas. 

                                                                                                                                                George Bernard Shah 



 


